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Abstract :

In this research, we aim to explore the concept of the surviving group
and trace its evolution in understanding. It's evident that this concept has
stirred debates in ancient Islamic thought concerning comprehension and
still presents numerous challenges in the contemporary era. We also intend
to shed light on the significance of consensus concerning the narration of
divergence. Furthermore, we will investigate the factors that led to Sunni
interpretations of the narration dominating Islamic thought overall.

Subsequently, we will dissect the paradox of both asserting the narration's

weakness and its enduring presence, commencing from the fourth century.
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Simultaneously, we will examine how various Islamic factions
construe and perceive the concept of the surviving group from their
sectarian viewpoints. We will focus on particular factions such as the
Mu'tazilites, the Ibadiyya, and the Shia. Throughout our study, we will
endeavor to identify hubs of interpretation and counter-interpretation
among these factions regarding the narration of divergence, utilizing their
foundational texts. We will also analyze how each faction portrays itself
and excludes adversaries, relying on mechanisms of allegiance and
dissociation.

Keywords: understanding, Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jamaa'ah, Ibadiyya,

Shia, interpretation.
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